Decision making by and for nursing home residents. A legal view.
The law is concerned with a panoply of issues affecting the care and lives of nursing home residents. This article has outlined one area, that of decision making, which in many respects is the embodiment of and key to all other fundamental resident rights. The doctrine of informed consent applies with full force in the nursing home, both for mentally competent residents and for cognitively impaired residents for whom decision making rights must be exercised through a proxy. Long-term care institutions and professionals are obligated to insure that decisions made by or for residents are made voluntarily, competently, and knowingly.